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Via email ¢/o [ HYPERLINK "mailto:dmmarx@flaherty- hood org" ]

Re: July 2, 2020 Letter from Rosean, Breckenridge, Moorhead and Warroad (AX-5882)
Dear Mayor Pelowski, City Administrator Smith, City Manager Mahli, and Mayor Marvin:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received your letter to the U.S. Department of
State (DOS) and the EPA Administrator dated July 2, 2020 conveying concerns regarding the

-1 Commented [TD1]: | have never heard anyone refer to

International Joint Commission’s recommendation adoption of nutrient water

quality objectives and loading targets for the Red River of the North at the U.S.-Canada border.
As the federal agency responsible for leading U.S. coordination with the International Joint
Commiission, the DOS is the lead ¢ for the in this matter, and
EPA coordinates closely with DOS. Because EPA Region 8 represents the EPA on the
International Red River Board (iR R}, the Administrator tasked Region 8 to respond to your
letter.

) - | fof the” = regarding was just said

Through #s-participation on the Lsternatisnal-Red-River Bourd{IRRB J-and the -1 Water
Quality Committee, EPA has - d-supportzd for-the nutrient targets and
objectives for the Red Rn er (see the attached 2019 letter and minutes from the January 2020
hearing) The Red River targets and objectives ars
sopported by the corrent scientilin Hieratire on nuirien scls, a4 detailed in the March 26,
2020 letter from the Co- chalrs of the Intermat : 1] to the International

Joint Commission-ths-Red-Rivertargeteand-ohiccivessesupparted brthe-surrent-selentific

Htorsburs-on-nutriontampasts.

they would serve as non-binding goals for watcr quahty that
i-guide Voluntary actions on the
bjectives and targets are no
~federal Clean Water Act, g
ot compel any regulatory action. Should -the |
aneiota or Nor’[h Dakota § c adopt the 1 objectives &
thei sinte s water quahty standards under the federal Clean Water Act, |

e 3
evaluate progress in protecting Lake Winnipeg
part of the relevant jurisdictions. The b

the State dept by this acronym. | checked online and it does
seentlike it isitheiracronym; but i thinkinpractice everyone
says 'the State Department! or 'State! herein DC.
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ommented [WE&12]: Perhaps sentence could read
which, among other requi ts;1 i {ar
mandate) a:public comment period anda public hearing.”

\ Commented [PD13]: Sentence fragment. Meant to be
tied to preceding sentence?

are berentlﬁcally
defermble and protectlve of the designated uses, as required by the Clean Water Actand FPA ]
water quality standards implementing regulatlon :
EPA, the Water quahty standards would & {be apphcable for CWA purposes

Fhmmatlon System (I\PDES) perrmt Water quahty baied efﬂuent 11m1t° ipshuding fer National
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If you would like to discuss this matter further, please reach out to . We appreciate
your interest in water quality in the Red River Basin.

Sincerely,

Gregory Sopkin
Regional Administrator

Attachments
Cc:  Laura Lockman, U.S. Department of State

Chad MclIntosh, EPA Office of International and Tribal Affairs
Kurt Thiede, EPA Region 5
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